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a hymn in four stanzas extolling the glory of Lakshmi, and the Stotraratna a poem in 65 stanzas invoking the grace of Vishnu were both composed in the early llth century A. D., by Yamiinacharya, also known as Alavandar, a predecessor of Sri Ramanuja. It enjoys a very prominent place in the book of prayers of that seat RuBtanujacharya (1017 to 1135 A. D.), the foundcf of the doctrine of Visishtadvaita or qualified monism has composed three lyrical pieces of prose-poemd known as Gadya traya which are noted for their devo* tional fervour and for their description of the many infinite qualities like Knowledge, Bliss and Mercy of Lord Vishnu. The Panchastava of Srivatsanka, the Sfigunaratnakosa and the Srirangarajastava of his son, Parasara Bhatta, are but few among the innumerable devotional song$ sung by the successors of Ramanuja. Yenkatanatfaa
Special mention, however, may be made here of Venkatanatha or Vedanta Desika (1268—1376) Whose contributions to the other branches of literature have already been noticed. He has also composed a large volume of Stotra literature of which we may refer to a few. His Gopafavimsati extolling Lord Krishna in the guise of a cow-herd boy, his Sristuti, Bhustutiznd Godastuti, hymw to the goddesses after whom they are named, his Dayasataka invoking the divine Mercy of the Lord of the Tirapati hills, his Abhiti stava which guarantees freedom from all fear to the true devotees of the Lord are all illustrative of the author's command over language, his wealth of poetic fknc| aftd fit*